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Abstract: This action research is intended to solve the problem of students’ 
participation in doing conversation in English classroom. The participants were 
38 of fifth grade students of SD Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak. The research 
showed that puppet as media in improving young learners’ participation in 
conversation could improve students’ participation from cycle to cycle. The 
process in three cycles was equal, but there are some differences during the 
action research including material and problems found. In the first cycle, the 
research showed the students had participated in conversation. The percentage 
was 53%, including 11 students asking question, 6 students answering question 
and 3 students giving opinion. In the second cycle, the students’ participation 
shows the percentage 61%, including 14 students asking question, 8 students 
answering question and 4 students giving opinion. Last, in the third cycle, the 
percentage of students participation shows 74%, including 14 students asking 
question, 11 students answering question and 5 students giving opinion. To 
sum up, among two previous cycles, cycle number three had better 
improvement because more students participated in asking questions, 
answering questions and giving opinions relevant to the material.  
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Abstark : Penelitian tindakan kelas ini bertujuan untuk menyelesaikan masalah 
tentang partisipasi siswa dalam melakukan percakapan bahasa inggris di dalam 
kelas. Partisipan dalam penelitian ini adalah 38 siswa kelas 5 dari SD 
muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak. Penelitian ini menunjukan bahwa boneka sebagai 
media untuk meningkatkan partisipasi siswa dalam percakapn bisa 
meningkatkan partisipasi siswa dalam setiap siklus. Proses dalam tiga siklus 
sama, tapi terdapat beberapa perbedaan selama melakukan penelitian tindakan 
kelas meliputi materi dan masalah yang di temukan selama penelitian. Di siklus 
pertama, penelitian menunjukan siswa telah berpartisipasi dalam percakapan. 
Persentase dalam siklus pertama 53 %, meliputi 11 siswa bertanya, 6 siswa 
menjawab dan 3 siswa memberikan pendapat. Dalam siklus kedua, partisipasi 
siswa menunjukan 61%, meliputi 14 siswa mengajukan pertanyaan, 8 siswa 
menjawab pertanyaan, dan 4 siswa memberikan pendapat. Terakhir, dalam 
siklus ketiga persentase partispasi siswa menunjukan 74 %, meliputi 14 siswa 
bertanya, 11 siswa menjawab pertanyaan, dan 5 siswa memberikan pendapat. 
Kesimpulannya, `antara 2 siklus sebelumnya, siklus ke tiga peningkatan yang 
sangat baik karena siswa lebih berpartisipasi dalam bertanya, menjawab 
pertanyaan dan memberikan pendapat bersangkutan dengan materi . 





earning language are any efforts to master the language itself. Speaking 
skill is the measurement of how many the students masters the language. 
How well students master English can be seen on how much they be able to 
speak.  One of speaking activity is conversation. Conversation is the key of 
transferring information in English communication. To be able to communicate 
effectively, students have to know how to converse in the target language. 
Conversation is the simple form of learning speaking at the early stage. 
Teacher is required to get the students skillful in conversation so that they can 
achieve the goal of the learning speaking.  
In addition, to make students competent in conversation, students 
should be able to practice their language. As Tong (2010) stated that language 
learning is more effective when target language is use, particularly in regard to 
understanding the language in general and enhancing their skills.  In reality, it 
is found that students are lack of participation in the classroom learning and it 
makes them can not practice the target language. Therefore, the English 
language teacher should consider that the teaching must stimulate student to be 
able to practice, so they can participate in teaching and learning process in 
order to master the conversation.  
Based on researcher interview with the teacher, the problem in fifth 
grade students in SD Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak is the students’ lack of 
participation in conversation. The teacher said that students in 5D were the 
students with lowest participation among the other classes like 5A, 5B, and 5C. 
Teacher said that there were several problems faced by the students of class D 
which influenced their participation such as feeling shy when they should 
speak in the front of the class, feeling afraid of being laughed and students 
need new media in order to comprehend the material. The teacher also said that 
she already used film and song in order to improve students’ participation, but 
the progress was not too significant.  
Reflect to the problems found in interview with the teacher, the 
researcher also conducted the observation in order to ensure that students in 5D 
were the students with the lowest students’ participation among other classes. 
The researcher used some criteria to categorize students as participate or non 
participate such as asking questions, answering question and giving opinions. 
As Green (2008) stated that participation as the act of being involved in the 
class such as an active intervention by providing either spontaneous or 
unsolicited contributions, such as giving opinions, answering questions, 
making comments, talking about a topic, participating in group discussions, 
reading, and asking questions. Based on some considerations from the 
interview and observation class, the researcher decided the fifth D class as a 
target class in this research. 
To solve this problem, teacher can start thinking about what media is 
appropriate to use. Recently, the media used by the teacher is only in the form 





can bring the moving things to stimulate them to practice. According to Scott 
& Ytreberg (2004), there are some techniques to present new language through 
conversation they are through the pupils, using a mascot, drawings and 
silhouettes.  In this case, the researcher assumes that puppet can be a good 
media to create active learning in the classroom. The media is appropriate by 
considering that student will do some practices in their speaking by conversing 
using puppet 
A similar research finding conducted by Hayati (2009), she studied 
about the use of puppets as a media in teaching conversation for young 
learners. It was found that the media was effective to be used because it 
influenced the students’ behavior. It is seen from the classroom activity where 
the students are more active in conversation. It means that the puppets can 
enhance students’ participation in learning English because it is interesting, 
attractive and interactive.  
In this research, the researcher focused on teaching conversation in 
English by using puppets. The researcher conducted this research to students of 
SD Muhammadiyah 2 Grade 5th in academic year 2014/2015. The researcher 
chose 5D because based on the researcher interview and observation this was a 
class that has the lowest participation in teaching and learning process. 
In this case, the researcher used puppet as a media that had not been 
used by the teacher before. The researcher hopes the puppet can improve the 
students’ participation in English conversation activity as well as solve the 





The aim of this research is to solve problems, so the researcher decided 
classroom action research that appropriate for this research. The researcher 
pays more attention to student’s participation in conversation, while the 
teaching learning process is running.The participant of this research was the 
fifth grade class D elementary students in SD Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak in 
academic year 2014/2015 which consists of 38 students. The researcher chose 
5D because this class has the lowest participation in English conversation 
lesson.  
The researcher conducted 3 cycles in the research. Every cycle included 
planning, observing, acting and reflecting. In the planning the researcher the 
researcher wanted to solve the problem in where students had lack of 
participation. In order to solve the problem, the researcher used puppet. The 
researcher as a collaborator had prepared a lesson plan as a guideline for the 
teacher in teaching process. The researcher also prepared the observation 
checklist table, form of field notes and puppets. While the teacher was 
teaching, the researcher was as collaborator recorded the students’ participation 
by using observation checklist and field note. The researcher analyzed the data 
based on the data analysis which gathered from observation checklist table and 
field notes that related to the improvement of students’ participation by using 
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puppets in conversation. The students’ participation followed 3 aspects such as: 





FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
Finding 
The students problems in pre observation. 
Based on researcher interview with the teacher, the problem in fifth 
grade students in SD Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak is the students’ lack of 
participation in conversation. The teacher said that students in 5D were the 
students with lowest participation among the other classes like 5A, 5B, and 5C. 
The description of the students’ problems obtained can be seen below : 
Table 1 
Students’ problem 
number Problem indicators 
1 the students’ lack of participation in 
conversation. 
1. Feeling shy 
when they 
should speak in 
front of the class 
2. feeling afraid of 
being laughed  
3. students need 




4. The teacher also 
said that she 
already used film 
and song in 
order to improve 
students’ 
participation, but 





Reflect to the problem that found in interview with the teacher, the 
researcher also conducted the observation in order to ensure that students in 5D 
were the students with the lowest students’ participation among other classes 
Puppet as media in improving young learners’ participation in 
conversation 
This action research was conducted in three cycles. First cycle was 
conducted on 6th November, 2014. In the first cycle, the material was asking 
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permission. In the first cycle, the students’ participation was 53% while non 
participated student were 47%.  In which, there were 20 students from total 
students in target class where is 11 students participated by asking question, 6 
students participated by answering question, and 3 students participated by 
giving opinion. Second cycle was conducted in 13rd November, 2014. The 
material in second cycle was preposition. There were 61% of students 
participated in conversation by using puppet. Meanwhile 39 % did not. In the 
second cycle there were 23 students from total students in target class where is 
14 students participated by asking questions, 8 students participated by 
answering question, and 4 students participated by giving opinions. And the 
last third cycle was conducted on 30th  November, 2014. The material in third 
cycle was asking permission and preposition. The third cycle showed the 
increasing of student participation which were 74% with only 26% of non 
participating. Meanwhile, in the third cycle there were 28 students from total 
students in the target class where is 16 students participated by asking 
questions, 11 students participated by answering questions and 5 students 
participated by giving opinion. 
The problems also while conducting the research in each cycle. The reflection 
of the problems as follows.  
Table 2 
Reflection of the problems 




Planning to solve the problem 
1st  1. Puppet is a new 
thing for students 
so when the 
teacher gave them 
puppet they were 
very attractive. 
The students did 
not heard 
teachers’ 
instruction so it 
made them noisy 
and not focus 
during the  
teaching and 
learning process.  
 
2. The students did 
not know how to 
use puppet. 
 





question they did 
53 % 1. The teacher attract students 
attention with more examples and 
involve the students to practice the 














2. Teacher gave explanation how to 




3. The teacher translated what 
students said in Bahasa Indonesia  
to English language so that 
students know how to pronounce 
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not use English 
they often use 
bahasa Indonesia 
because they had 
problem in their 
pronounciation  
 
4. There were many 
students asking 
and answering the 
question irrelevant 












4. The teacher led the students to 
participate with relevant material.  
2nd  1. There were still 
some students had 
problem in 
pronounce word 
in English so they 













were  irrelevant to 
the material. 
 
61% 1. The teacher translated in English 
language when the students 
participate in Bahasa Indonesia in 
order to make the students know 










   
2. The teacher lead the students to 
participate with relevant material.  
3rd  There was no 








to the material 
which is means 
those are not 









Through the cycles, the researcher had found a significant improvement in the 













The students’ improvement of participation in each cycle 
 
Each cycle showed different result that tends to be increased. The 
numbers of students in the classroom were 38 students (100%). In the first 
cycle, the students’ participation was 53% while non participated student were 
47%. In the second cycle, some 61% of students participated in conversation by 
using puppet. Meanwhile 39 % did not.At last, the third cycle showed the 
increasing of student participation which were 74% with only 26% of non 
participating. The students’ participation followed 3 aspects such as: asking 
questions, answering the questions, and giving opinion in relevant material. 
The following bar chart shows the percentage of aspects of students’ 
participation. 
Figure 2 
Aspect of participation on each cycle 
 
The chart above tells that, in the first cycle there were 20 students from 



































question, 6 students participated by answering question, and 3 students 
participated by giving opinion. In the second cycle there were 23 students from 
total students in target class where is 14 students participated by asking 
questions, 8 students participated by answering question, and 4 students 
participated by giving opinions. Meanwhile, in the third cycle there were 28 
students from total students in the target class where is 16 students participated 
by asking questions, 11 students participated by answering questions and 5 
students participated by giving opinion. Thus, each student has chance to 




The research finding proves that puppet is an appropiate teaching media 
to be implemented in improving students’ participation in conversation. 
Through the implementation of teaching media, the improvement of students’ 
participation in the classroom increased and it can be seen in each cycle. 
Almost all students participate in teaching and learning process.  
There were 3 aspects that categorized students’ participation, including 
asking questions, answering questions and giving opinions. As Green (2008) 
stated that participation as the act of being involved in the class such as an 
active intervention by providing either spontaneous or unsolicited 
contributions, such as giving opinions, answering questions, making 
comments, talking about a topic, participating in group discussions, reading, 
and asking questions. In this case the researcher limited the aspect of students’ 
participation into asking question, answering question and giving opinion. 
In the first cycle, the researcher observed that several students still had 
problem in using puppet and their pronunciation in English made them often 
use Bahasa Indonesia in doing conversation. Besides, there were several 
students asking questions, answering question and giving opinions which were 
irrelevant to the material. It was found that the students’ participation was 
improved from cycle to cycle. The total numbers of students’ participation in 
the first cycle were 53%  
The total numbers of students that asking and answering question which 
were irrelevant to the material decreased. When the students’ answering and 
asking questions irrelevant to the material, the researcher considered it was 
categorized as non participated students. In line with that Roka (2010) 
Participation also has been defined as the number of unsolicited responses 
volunteered and it can come in many different forms, including students’ 
asking questions, answer questions and comments or opinion in relevant 
material. The total numbers of non participated students in the first cycle to the 
second cycle were 47% to 39%. 
Inquiry in the second cycle to the third cycle the total number of 
students’ participation also had improvement. The total numbers of students’ 
participation in the second cycle were 61% and in the third cycle were 74%. In 
addition, the total number of students that asking and answering question 
irrelevant to the material decreased. The total numbers of non participated 
9 
 
students in the first cycle into the second cycle were 39% to 26%.  In the third 
cycle, most of students paid attention on teacher instruction. There were less 
students that asking and answering questions which were irrelevant to the 
material in third cycle than previous two cycle. The frequencies of students that 
use Bahasa Indonesia also decreased. Most of the students already know how 
to pronouncing in English. So, the frequency of students whose asking and 
answering questions which were irrelevant material also decrease. 
To sum up, the total number of student participation increased from the 
first, second to the third cycle and also the total number of non participated 
students decreased from the first, second and the third cycle. 
The improvement that happened in the classroom was considered as the 
result of action that using puppet to improve students’ participation. As Gronna 
et al cited in Khameis (2006) believed puppets can be used to teach language 
function and the social skill of greeting responding to the conversation in order 
to makes students participate in teaching and learning process. Therefore, 
puppet is the best teaching media to improve students’ participation in 
conversation. 
However, the problem that the students faced mostly were often use 
Bahasa Indonesia in other words lack of English vocabulary. To solve this 
problem the teacher helped the students to translate what they said in Bahasa 
into English. In contrast, the major aspect of students’ participation among 
asking, answering and giving opinion is asking question.  
Description above showed that using an appropriate teaching media can 
be an alternative way to improve students’ participation in conversation. 




There were three cycles the researcher ran the action research using 
puppet. In the first cycle, the researcher found that students had participated 
when doing the conversation with puppet.In the first cycle the students’ 
participation was 53 %. In the first cycle the major aspect was asking question, 
from 20 students there were 11 students asking question, 6 students answering 
question and 3 students giving opinion. For the second cycle the students’ 
participation was 61%. In the second cycle, from 23 students there were 14 
students asking question, 8 students answering question and 4 students giving 
opinion. In addition, in the third cycle was 74 %, from 28 students took 
participate there were 16 students asking question, 11 students answering 
question and 5 students giving opinion. The students’ participation in the last 




Based on the result of data analysis and the conclusion of conducting the 
research, here the researcher would like to provide some suggestion as follows: 
(1) Teacher should give clues when they use puppet as a teaching aid for 
10 
 
example when the material is about things in the classroom, the teacher shows 
what objects are included as things in the classroom. This is to avoid the 
students participate in irrelevant material. (2) Puppet can improve students’ 
participation in conversation but not all material can use puppet as teaching aid 
to convey the materials. The teacher should be aware that puppet is not 
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